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Voices for Health

Michigan Coalition for Deaf, Hard of Hearing

and DeafBlind People

~a non-profit organization

September 26, 2018

Dear House Health Policy Committee:

The agencies represented by the Michigan Coalition for Deaf, Hard of
Hearing and Deaf Blind, in the left sidebar, are in support for the passing
of House Bill 4440.

H.B. 4440 is about prevention of CMV through educating women who ar:
pregnant, or thinking of becoming pregnant, their families and health
care workers of simple methods to avoid spread of the disease. While
the estimated cost to implement this bill is less than $100,000, the
estimated cost to society for treatment of the hearing loss and loss of
productivity in adult years, is over $1 million per child affected.

There can also be also other and even more severe manifestations in
children from being infected with CMV while in the womb, that could be
even costlier to treat.

As you consider what action you will take regarding the passage of this
bill, we ask that you not be limited by the number of children and
families already affected and put before you today, but that you conside
that this could easily affect your future child, grandchild, niece or
nephew.

We ask that you make the right choice to support the passage of H.B.
4440,

Thanl you,

v

Nan Asher

Treasurer

PO Box 16234, Lansing, M148901-6234 www.michdhh.org info@michdhh.org




